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"Phe fasiion that came with our first parents, and will rewain un-
changed until our race has run its course and the wide firmament be
rolled up like a scroll. The old, old fashion—Death! Oh, thank God,
for the older fashion still of Immortality! And look upon us, angels
of young children, with regards not quite estranged when the swift
river bears us to the ocean.”

JAMES SKIFF.

James Skiff, private of Co. F, 154th N. Y. V. L, 1st Brig., 2d Div,,
11th A. C., is a son of James and Lovina (Swmith) Skiff. Ile was horn
March 6, 1823, in the town of Arkwright, N.Y. [liscarly days were
spent in farming, and on reaching m:uﬁnoo«l he united lis fortunes for
I.fe with Elmina Chase, a daughter of Steplien and Clavinda (1ole-
brook) Chase. Six children were given to tlhia union, Mason J., E'len
I, Charles G., Philla, Electa and Edson. When the wi of the Rebel-
lion bewan to assume most threatening proportions, Comn wde Skiff ten-
dered his valued services toaid the North. Ile was enrolicd in August,
1862, in Charlotte township, N. Y., and was oue of the Liest soldiers of
his regiment. 1le was in the following battles: Chancellorsville, Fairfax
C. I, Throughfare Gap and Falmouth. Our hero wit wounded in
hand at Chancellorsville, taptured by the rebel forces wiler Jackson
and taken to Libby prison, where he remained until pa aled October,
1863. Ilaving rejoined his vegiment, he partici sated ine the battle of
Wauliatehie: here he was again \\(nuulv&.‘ in the leg. and taken to
Lospital.  Being n faithful and trusted sollier he was detailed into
the Orduance Dept. for ten months. When peace was wgain assured
to the Union, Corp. Skiff was given his honorable di~charze, June,
1865, at Elmira, N. Y. 1lis record as a soldicr is a firviog example of
a true. courageous man fighting valiantly for country, fricuds and
home. Ile is now an honored resident of Cassadaga, N Y.

ELIAL SKINNER.

Elial Skinner, a son of David and Mary (Williims) Skivner, as born
Sept. 30, 1838, in Portland, N. Y. e was engaged in farming when
the Civil war began. Leaving the peaceful scenes of i home, he vn-
listed Aug. 22, 1862, at Portland. in Co. E, 15ith N. Y V. L, which
was assigned to the 1st Brig., 2d Div., 11th A. C. The company went
out uniler the able leadership of Capt. Joseph Fiy. T was in wany
bloody battles, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and G.iiysburg. At
Gettysburg, July 1, 1863, our comrade was captured amd endured all
the horrors of Belle Isle from July 21 to Feb. 7, 186G4; \ndersouville
from Feb. 7 to Oct. 10; at Savanuah for six weeks and ot Milan unul
Dee. 21, 18G4.  On his parole and return to the Uniow lines, he was
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given a thirty days’ furlough, and being unable to return at that time
he was granted an extension of sixteen days, and in February, 1865,
went to parole camp at Alexandvria, thence to Raleigh, N. C. Ife was
discharged at Ehnira, N. Y., June 21, 1865. All through those years
of terrible suffering he had proven himself a true and brave su{dier.
Feb. 9, 1870, at Brocton, N. Y., e was united in marriage to Betsey
J. Haight, the daughter of Luke and Mar (Rorapaugh) Haight. She
was born March 1, 1842, in Smithville, ﬁ Y. Two children have
blessed this union, Lillian A., born Oct. 15, 1873, and William, born
Dee. 31, 1876.  William Ilaight, a brother of Mus. Skinner, was in
Co. E, 154th N. Y. V. L. Comrade Skinuer is a member of James R.
Iall Post, No. 292, and his wife is a member of the W. R. C.; they
live on a beautiful grape farm near Portland, N. Y.

LESTER SKINNER.

Lester SKinner, a son of David and Betsey (11ill) SKinner, was born
May 12, 1831, in Portland, Chautauqua Co., N. Y. When only a boy
of fourteen, he entered the ranks of Co. A, 24 U. S. L. Art., of the
Regular Army, Jan. 4, 1846, at Syracuse, N. Y., as a private and in
the course of his youthl‘ul ilitary life was promoted to Sergeaut, being
too young for further promotions. Under Brevet Colonel Duncan
this gallant command lefe the U. S. and joined the forces of Gen.
Taylor at Point Isabelle, Texas, near Fort Brown, then besicged by
the Mexicans.  On May 8, 1346, they met in battle at Palo Alto, de-
feating the Mexicans; divectly following was the sigrial victory at
Resoca de LaPolma on May 9. After these glovious achievements
his command was sent to Vera Cruz, under Gen. W. Scott, and he was
detailed on board the frigate *Vandalia” about four months, return-
ing to his command before the bombardment of Vera Cruz. e par-
ticipated in every battle on the inland and march to the City of Mex-
ico, receiving his well-earned discharge November, 1847, at the City
of Mexico. On returning home he immediately re-culisted in the
same company and regiment, and once more landed at Vera Cruz
Peace having been declared hie came back to Fortress Monroe, and
in 1851-2 was on the scientific board, und was transferred in Co. C,
20 U. 8. H. Art. In 1858 he was sent to Florida; the Seminoles had
revolted, and skirmishes and surveying occupiced his time until the

car 1858. We next find him at Bostou Ilarbor, and on the memora-
Kle Jan. 9, 1861, his command was ordered to Dry Tortugos, Fla. It
was the first company of the North to move at beginning of the Civil
war. Under Brevet Major Lewis G. Arnold, the command fortified
Dry Tortugos, and remained until February, then came to reinforce
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Gen. Slemmer at Fr. Pickand, Fla., garrisoning this 'unul .-\pull }Z,-
1561.  He accompanied Co. A, U. S. L. Art. to Wu-lngé:m;,‘:u;:mc-
joined his command at Dry Tortugos. In November, 1 1 I;A'lnext
ipated in the bombardment of Ft. Pickand, I'la. N»lllplsz(l;_f)\ ol
witnessed the operations of his command in M i P e
April, on the frigate **Mississippi,” he passed the _""“f'l"_"g el
the rebel forts ncar New Orleans, as his regiment was ot :(l;g‘ | p oo
river.  On the surrender of New™ Orleans, in :\|ul\}, lbi_iSI(?" b.ut
placed on ordnance and guard duty untl discharged 2 ov. 4, i
azain re-enlisted in the Ordnance Corps for three y« :u:;?‘ “-"l f(f:- Tod
faithfully until Nov. 3, 1865, On Jun. 3, 1806, he (-n‘ lstc.« ST
last time, in Co. 11, 15th U. 3. Reg. Inf,, and during lle. llqc hlrse:
tion of the Scuth, this regiment was divectly ullstr:q:.cutf} l-l:<cd e
ing up the famous “Kli-Klux-Klan.” Jan. 3, It “.-.\l‘-\umi‘;t;r i
discharge of our worn, heroie veteran at llu.nlswll'v, Ala o s
twenty-two years he had endured thc'lmralxlnrs of t " .nm); et o
conrage known only by the bravest of men.  In the erng; Y s'lfu\\‘ i
field, he showed the greatness of his manhood. » fwo ~Cl-lls‘ sy
suffering of our comrade, one received before |\!(1||l||tll|t: ) \v.imi":‘he
shot in the head; the other, a gunshot reccived in the sile g e
Seminole revolt.  Comrade Skinner takes great pleasure . in rels e
the stirring scenes and battles of his early |||:||-||nm.|.. “c is "«UI‘:] q[,i(;'i'e"
ins the declining years of his life in sight of the “hillowy o

amd the home of his early childhood at Portland, N. Y.

MAEVIN M. SKINMER.

Marvin M. Skinner, Corp. of Co. F, 154th Ni Ve Vo | rnl:-\u’:'l [‘lf:‘
ranks of the great Union wrmy when only 19 years of §g¢-.’” gx‘a.‘“;",-
1362, in the town of Arkwright, Chautaugua Coix N. (. f(.-"-‘“-(-.,-.lg
mand was assigned to the 1<t Brig.. 24 Div., 11tk A. (,,.: af flulltl.c
sransferred to the Army of the Cumberland, and b viLmie ‘:l ‘»u(\ Laae
1-t Brig., 2d Div., 20th A. ¢, 1e shared in the glhaieso (E ais ; s
regiment on many hard fought fields, Ciancello ~\|I|;-’.' Ijtui‘;'i':l‘:,
Lookout Mt., Knoxville. Buzzards Roost, Mill €1 ok Ridge. Resaca,
Dallas and Pine Knob. June 15, 1864 at Pine K -b (“",j"-'ﬂr‘-(":u"-
rade was wounded in the left leg by a gunsh: i wul't(l: "d tfl'\'(-r
ville, Ind., for three months on account of wound u--l. typho - (.. &
In September, 1864, he was furlouglnc«lv for thirty -l.-l_\ Sl, llcjif""! .l)cuue
resiment in May, 1865, at Goldsboro, N. C. On tl lvl'll- tln ( :;g (: N
1365, he was grauted his |IOI|0I':|h|e_’(|lSc"|:l'l'gc at Uladens ‘lil(llg|. e
For his valued services ~“Uncle Sam™ hus given L « R]"";’ ;

now resides on a well kept farm near Chavlotte Conter, 8. X



